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TO THE EDITOR OF TEE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dear Sir—Enclosed you have a copy of a letter, 
which I wrote to the Rev: Mr. Hooper, a Calvin- 
istic Baptist preacher of this place. The letter was 
handed him on Thursday, the 5th, and by him re- 
wrned on the 7th instant, on which he wrote as fol- 
lows: “Mr. Asa Barton, Sir—You may take for 
an answer to this letter, Prov. xxvi. 4. ‘ Answer not 
a fool according to his folly, lest thou be like unto 
him.” (Signed) James HOOPER.” 

I] am ready to appeal to the candid of every name 
and denomination, whether we have not a right to 
expect to receive a candid and dispassionate answer 
‘o any civil question we may be disposed to ask? 
{nd especially when we inquire into the truth and 
propriety of sentiments delivered to us from the 
iearned desk, and by those too, who have professed 
to be the teachers of life and salvation for years, 
their locks already whitened with the frost of age, 
ind who tell us, they expect shortly to give an ac- 

ount to God, how they have preached, and impro- 
ved their time, who appear before us every Sabbath, 
and exhort us to embrace the truth. But do we 
inquire of them, “ What is Truth 2” we are an- 
swered with scorn and contempt, if at all. Do 
ve put ourselves in ever so humble a posture, to re- 
eive instruction from them, we are called “ a fool.” 
Does language which is derogatory to men of only 
common standing in society, become one who is a 
preacher of that gospel which is from above? One 
who professes to be a watchman of Zion; one to 
¥vhom we look for an example both in word and 
conduct? If we are not blessed by the God of 
nature with such a profundity of wisdom, with so 
nuch knowledge, and with a min” 10 deep and pene- 
iraiing, does it become those to call us fools, merely 
because we require of them a reason, for that which 
they advance as truth? And does the Rev. Mr. 
Hooper think by this favour, to look down upon 
all such as differ from him in opinion, as on an infe- 
rior race of beings? Does he manifest the spirit of 
Christ, in refusing to instruct an inquirer after truth, 
who commanded his disciples to “Go and teach all 
nations?” Does he follow the directions of the 
great apostle to Timothy, who said that a bishop 
must be blameless, of good behaviour, apt to teach, 
PATIENT, one that ruleth well his own house? Sure- 
ly this is different from the reason given in Scrip- 
ture, for there, “because the preacher was wise, he 
still taught the people knowledge?” But now, if 
we are seeking instruction, with ever so sincere a 
motive, do we but once let it be known toa teacher 
of righteousness, we are at once stigmatized as 


this is justifiable in a professed minister of right- 
eousness, what would not be justifiable in one who 
never professed religion, much more one who has 
come forward as a teacher of the people. 
I am yours with respect, 
ASA BARTON. 

Paris, (Me.) Dec. 9, 1822. 

Paris, Nov. 30, 1822. 
REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, : 

I attended the funeral of Mrs. Chandler, and 
heard you deliver the discourse on the occasion, 
and as I then, in my own mind, queried the pro- 
priety of some of your observations, I have taken 
the liberty to put them in writing, and send them 
to you, not doubting in the least, but you will con- 
descend to remove the objections in my mind, and 
endeavour to guide me in the right way; for all I 
want in this case is, to come at the truth and pro- 
priety of things, and be assured, kind Sir, that it is 
to receive instruction, that I write you at this time, 
believing that it is your delight to assist in removing 
darkness from the minds of all such as desire it. I 
therefore request, that you will give me an answer 
to the objections I have here set forth, which I have 
confidence to believe you will willingly do, in the 
same spirit they were dictated. 

I myst confess, Sir, that I felt somewhat surpri- 
sed at your introductory prayer, when you lifted up 
your hands, and raised your voice to God, that he 
would bless the husband, together with the parents 
of the deceased; that he would give them a heart 
resigned to his wiil, and bless them in this dispensa- 
tion of his providence ; and then, you invoked the 
blessing of Heaven upon the brothers and sisters of 
the deceased, that God would lead them in the right 
way, guide them from all error, and prevent them 
from going on in sin. Why did you not, dear Sir, 
pray that the husband and parents might share the 
same blessing ? Was it because they were Baplists, 
that you supposed they were in the right way, that 
they had no errors, and that they could not go in 
the ways of sin? or was it because one of the bro- 
thers of the deceased proiessed to believe in the dog- 
trine of Universal Salvation? And why, Sir, could 
you not pray for all the relatives, that every one of 
them might hear the rod, and him that hath appoint- 
ed it? Were you governed by sour creed of elec- 
tion, and consequently supposed, that only the hus- 
band and parents would be saved? If it was this, 
why did you pray that the others might be led in 
the right way, guided from all error, and be pre- 
vented from going on in sin? For if they were 





fools, and looked upon by them with contempt. If 


elected, they would inevitably be saved: and were 
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they reprobated, they must, and would be misera- 


ble. In short, why did you pray for either? For, 
sccording to the doctrine of Calvin, all things are 
decreed by God from before the foundation of the 
world ; and he has elected just such a number to be 
saved, and it cannot be added to, or diminished 
from ; therefore, I do not conceive that your pray- 
ers, nor the prayers of all the world, could effect 
any thing, adinitting this system is correct. But 
not only so, all our actions and thoughts were not 
only open before God, but according to this system 
of predestination, he has foreordained them all, and 
no one is able to do any better or worse than he 
does ; and he is only fulfilling the decrees of God, 
in all he does, whether good or bad. On this prin- 
ciple, the sinner is as much entitled to heaven as 
the saint, for he has done the will of God, and the 
saint has done no more. 

I was also much surprised, Sir, at some of the 
comparisons you drew from your text,* when you 
observed that a Christian was compared to a green 
tree, on account that it produces fruit, and then said, 
that the wicked were compared to a diy tree, for 
that they did not bear fruit; and you observed, that 
although they did ever so many good works, and 
performed many offices of kindness, that it was not 
Will you tell me, kind Sir, what is fruif, in 
Is it not, according to Scripture, 


fruit. 
your opinion ? 
that we should deal justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly ? Is it not, to do to others as we would 
Wish them todo untous? Is it not, to visit the 
widows and fatherless in their affliction, 1nd to keep 
ourselves unspotted from the world? But, you say, 
that these outward works are nothing more than 
morality, and that, you say, heaven has nothing to 
do with. For me, I feel sure, that unless heaven is 
a moral place, it cannot be a happy one; for we are 
much troubled in this world with the vices and im- 
moralities of the people, and what might we reason- 
ably expect from a place, where it was not known, 
even by name? Or, do you judge, Sir, from the 
conduct of some professors of Christianity, they be- 
ing the elect of God, commit such gross outrages on 
the rules and principles of morality, that heaven can 
have no place for them, admitting that it requires a 
moral life of all such as enter within its gates ? But, 
Sir, you ought to recollect that it is not every green 
tree that bears fruit ; and it is generally, if not al- 
ways the case, that the greener, or more leaves that 
a tree has, the less fruit it produces. Should we 
compare professed Christians by this mark, it would 
no doubt do well, for it is generally the case, that 


the more tenacious any sect, or denomination of 


Christians are, of outward forms and ceremonies, 


the more destitute they are of the vital principles of 


religion ; as was the case in the days of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, who said, “ Wo unto you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye pay tithes 
of mint, and anise, and cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, 
and faith ; these ought ye to have done, and not to 





* Luke xxiii. 31. “ For if they do thes¢ things in the 
green tree, what shall be done m the ¢rr.”’ 
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have left the others undone.” But you observed 
still further, that the’ Christian was compared to 
green tree, for that it had sap in it. Now, Sir, 4 


Heé 
sap of but few trees is of any use but to themselnes - 
and I think, the lives of many professors of religioy 
would well compare here also; for we see but very 
few, among the great mass of professed Christian: 
who are governed by the precepts of that religion 
they profess, but only make use of it for a cloak oj 
covetousness aud deceit, creeping into houses, ang 
leading captive silly women, laden with sin, led aw, 
by divers lusts. 

But still further, you said, that a Christian w. 
coinpared to a green tree, for that it had life. Ther, 
is but a very small part of the trees that grow, th 
we value their life of itself considered. It js), 
use that we make of the wood, after we destroy jt: 
life, which we value most; and the life of mo 
trees is supported by the nourishment which they 
derive from other trees and shrubs; and we f 
quently see instances, where they even draw 1) 
nourishment from them in such a manner, that th) 
smaller trees finally wither and die. Is not this th 
case with many professors of religion? How 
they thrive, upon that which they grind from ty 
face of the poor? How do they extort from thos 
that are within their power? even the widow anj 
the orphan are not spared from their merciles 
hands, so long as they have a single farthing o; 
which to prey. 

You farther said, the wicked were compared to 
dry tree, for they would burn up. [Task you, dear 
Sir, if a green tree will not also burn? Do the 
not make the hottest fire? And we know that by 
burning one dry tree, we may kill or destroy several 
green ones; and it is a truth which I think cannot 
be denied, that one whom you call wicked here, can 
destroy many of the religious lives of professed 
Christians, which could not be, if they were the real 
followers of the Lord: and as to green trees making 
the hottest fire, you well know, that three-fourths, ii 
not mare, of the wars that have desolated the world, 
aad deluged the earth in blood, were begun and ca 
ried on by professors of religion ; and even the pri 
vate quarrels among the professors of Clnistianity, 
have been more violeat than any among those who 
have not made pretensions to piety. But one other 
observation that you made on the eunuch’s being a 
dry tree; I here ask you, Sir, if you think it deroga- 
tory to a woman not to bear children? According 
to your discourse, we must conclude, that you thin! 
it a disgrace (equal with the Chinese, ) if a woman is 
not blessed with a child; for you say, that the wich 
ed are compared to a dry tree ia the Scriptures; 
and also, the eunuch, and it is allowed on all hands 
that it is a discrace to be wicked, and so of course 
it must be, not to bring forth children. Is it for this, 
that some who profess to be Christians, obey the 
command to multiply and replenish the earth, even 
before they enter into the contract of marriage? hh 
doctrine like this is believed, we need not wonder a! 
the number of illegitimate children among us, nor 
that so large a proportion of them are found among 
the professors of religion. 
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But to pass on to your address to the mourners. 
What shall I say, is your inquiry ? Could you not 
have told them to sorrow not as those without hope ; 
that God had for Christ’s sake forgiven their sins, 
and that he had only taken that which he gave ; that 
they must look to him, the giver of every blessing, 
and pray him to bestow on them the gracious influ- 
ences of his Spirit, that this dispensation of his pro- 
vidence might be sanctified to them? But when 
you addressed the church, of which the deceased 
was a member, vou said, that she was not separated 
from them, for she was with God; and if they were 
God's, then they were together, and that she was 
with God. You urged as the strongest reason, that 
she had been baptized, in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holv Ghost; that she had joined the 
church, and had communed with the church at the 
table of the Lord. Now, Sir, I very much doubt 
whether she ever enters within the gates of the 
New Jerusalem without some other passport than 
this. Does not the Scripture require something 
more than to be baptized, join the church, or com- 
mune at what some people here call the table of the 
Lord? It certainly does. Repent, and believe, are 
adopted as the first requisitions of Scripture, and 
then thou mayest be baptized? Do you, Sir, be- 
lieve, that all who have been baptized in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, are saved? If 
you do not, why lay so much stress on that part ? 
If you do, you will admit a motley crew to heaven 
of Jews, Christians, and Roman Catholics. You 
further observed to the church, that they must not 
repine that she had gone before them, for you said 
it would be wrong were they in a ship at sea, tossed 
by its boisterous waves, for ta repine, should one be 
taken ina boat, and conveyed to the port of desti- 
nation. But, dear Sir, if they were not separated, 
what danger could there be of repining? Surely, 
if they were together, they could not be separated 
now, And I wish to inguire how you know, Sir, 
that they are not separated, or how can you tell 
where the disembodied spirit has its abode? And 
we you in possession of information, to say, that 
leath does not separate even the nearest of friends 
and connexions in life? It most certainly does; 
and you allowed it to be the case, in your address to 
the mourners ; then why not to the church, when 
you recollect that some of the mourners were mem- 
ders of it. 

To these few queries I beg a candid reply ; and 
subscribe myself a sincere seeker after truth and 
propriety. ASA BARTON. 

—p— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Str,—I have lately read in one of your Numbers, 
a story, entitled “.@ voice from the grave.” In your 
remarks you say, “ On reading the above, we were 
almost disposed to doubt the evidence of our senses.” 
Now to me such stories are quite familiar ; and had 
the editors of the Emporium applied to the Rev. 
Stephen Fenn, of Harpersfield, they might have 
been furnished with stories “ wonderful and terri- 
ble,” independent of other countries. I send you 
the following story, not because I believe it to be 





true, but to convince the world that things as mar- 
vellous and inconsistent have been related, and said 
to have taken place in this enlightened country, as 
in France, or any other. 

About five years since, there was something of a 
revival in this town, and many were inquiring after 
the truth as it was inJesus. It so happened, that 
the Rev. Daniel Parker came to town, and gave out 
an appointinent to preach in the evening. I, with 
inanvy others, attended. Mr. P. told the audience of 
an extraordinary occurrence, which, he said, hap- 
pened in Connecticut. How a ball had been started 
tor the Fourth of July; that a very respectable 
young lady was sent to New-York to procure the 
newest fashions for the occasion, Kc. that she how- 
ever sickened, died, and was buried on that same 
Fourth of July! After he had finished his dis- 
course, the Rev. Mr. Fenn arose, and told the peo- 
ple, that he would relate a very singular occurrence 
which he said happened that summer in Massachu- 
setts. ‘That in a certain town an awakening had 
commenced, which promised much good ; but that 
three young men, “ being moved and seduced by 
the instigation of the devil,” had determined to ar- 
rest its progress by introducing a ball, and for that 
purpose visited all the young people in that and the 
two neighbouring towns; but that the awakening 
spread with such astonishing rapidity, and most of 
the young people having become subjects of it, their 
wicked project was likely to fail. However, they 
determined to carry the point at all hazards, and for 
the further prosecution of it they had assembled in a 
pasture where a flock of sheep were feeding. That 
one of the young men being detained at a little dis- 
tance with his horse, the other two sat down by the 
side of a stump, and began to complain of their bad 
success ; when one of the sheep parted out from the 
flock, came up to the young men, put one forefoot 
upon a shoulder ofeach, and, with an audible voiee, 
spake these words: “ Come, young men, arise and 
go along with us!” The effect, he said, was such 
as might have been expected. They soon became 
hopeful converts! Thus did the gentleman feed his 
hearers with the mutton of life, which to many was 
not a dainty repast, believing the whole story to be 
a base, and most wicked fabrication. Your remarks 
may do much good. 

A FRIEND TO TRUTH. 

Harpersfield, Nov. 1822. 

Vote.—We shall offer no comment on the above, 
at present, only to say, that we think the Massachu- 
setts sheep story, beats the Paris resurrection story 
out and out. When clergymen descend to such 
paltry lying, they are unworthy of notice. The in- 
dignation of an enlightened public should frown 
them into their original insignificance. Ep. 

—>— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir,—In your answer to the request of L. H., 
you think the time referred to was the destruction 
of Jerusalem. That being the case, there seems to 
be a difficulty, which, if you can obviate, you will 
further oblige, &c. The destruction is said to have 
taken place about seventy or seventy-five years after 
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Christ, and the book of that prophecy to have been 
written ninety-six years after. L. #. 
REMARKS. 

We inform L. H. that the time when the book of 
Revelation was written by John, is unknown to all 
men. The contents of the book must decide the 
time when it was written. We think we can prove, 
should it be necessary, beyond the possibility of re- 
futation, that the book was written before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem. 

—f-— 
A STRANGE BOOK. 
(Continued from page 244.) 
“WHO WILL HAVE ALL MEN TO BE SAVED.” 
1 Tim. ii. 4. 

I closed the former discourse with some stric- 
tures on the common objection against the Universal 
Salvation of men; which objection seems the alone 
foundation on which my opposers found their argu- 
ments, and rest the goodness and success of their 
cause: they have no other plausible method of re- 
conciling the goodness of God with endless torture, 
but to dragoon free agency into their service. 

I shall assume this subject of freedom, by and by ; 
here I have more to say respecting the objection, 


stated in my last. God, the objection represents, as 


putting on the ferocity of a prowling tenant of the 


forest, and as addirg insult to the expressions of 
vengeance, untempered with one dram of mercy. 

1. IL ask—Is immutability necessarily attached to 
God’s nature and perfections? If this question 
should receive an affirmative, then it will follow, 
most naturally, that God, in pronouncing the horrid 
sentence, which sinks the soul below the reach of 
pity, has the same sentiments, wishes, designs, and 
unfrustrable resolutions towards the hopeless damn- 
ed, at the fime of execution, as he had when he 
made him; and, as he entertained from all eternity. 

If, in the sentence, Depart, God intends eternal 
damnation, will it not follow, that he was not God 
before, and that he can never be God in future? 
Before, he could not be nature’s God; for nature in 
all her variety declares him good, apd immutably so; 
and we'have, I trust, clearly shown, that the same 
sentiments, the same views, and the same unfrus- 
trable designs in God towards the damned, at the 
time of execution, were eternally in him, and irre- 
sistibly operated in the formation of the unhappy 
soul! What then, but a damning intention in God, 
gave being to the forlorn? Nor can he be God, after 
this merciless scene: for if it be urged, that God 
had not eternal designs of damnation towards the 
future sufferers, then he must have xovel ones; and 
if novel, a time when they were conceived must be 
admitted; and this equally declares a time of ad- 
mittance, and the imperfection of God’s nature! 
Again, upon the receipt of these new designs, it 
seems, there was instituted a new and most barba- 
rous line of conduct on the part of God; no longer 
do we hear—* for God is love ;” but, perart! “I 
will laugh at your calamity, and mock,” &ex 

The objector may take his choice of the two fol- 
lowing attributes; and one, it seems he must choose ; 
either that God, being perfect and immutable, enter- 





. . . * a ne 
tained sentiments, views and irresistible designs oj 
damnation towards a great part of men from ay 
eternity; or, that he made all men with honest in- 
tentions respecting their eternal happiness; (y; 
found, when the human machinery had played foy 
some ages, that it did not answer his expectations. 
that new arrangements must be made, and ney 
resolutions formed: the result was, the wicked 
must be sent to hell. 

Let us see how he will come out with these absurd. 
ities. The reader will please to run his eye oye; 
the statement, and save me the trouble of writing 
it again. 

To the first, I answer, that if God, had eternally 
such sentiments and designs, it follows, that dam. 
nation is necessary; and if so, no sin can be attach. 
ed to the man who suffers eternally! A man neces. 
sarily damned, is no more to blame for the evey;, 
than for existence. ’ 

It is a pity that men, so anxious to support thei; 
favourite hell, should so foolishly strip it of all its 
horrors, 

Having already proved, that these designs of Gos, 
would most effectually destroy his being, and clothe 
him with more wanton barbarity than that of Nexo, 
or the Emperor of Morocco ; I will consider the los 
clause, of what the antagonist urges, if indeed he cay 
urge any thing. 

Here it is supposed that God had once good in- 
tentions, respecting man, but found on the trial that 
the machinery did not answer the fond hopes of the 
author; that a new mode of proceedure must be 
adopted, and man must be damned. 

I ask, if God once had designs of merey towar! 
man, can he ever cease to have them; and if he be- 
ing immutable, can never cease to entertain such 
designs, can a poor, trembling soul perish in the 
flames of an eternal hell ? What! can the noble, dis- 
interested, immutable, and almighty designs of un- 
paralleled love, doom to never-ending torture, 4 
trembling soul, forced into being by its irresistille 
energies? Whata display of eternal philanthropy is 
this! It might suit the genius of an angry chimeri- 
cal devil ; but can never comport with infinite love. 
Again, if man did not answer the expectations of 
God ; was the all-perfect God capable of calculation? 
who, but a madman or a fool, would ever urge, ia 
the room of argument, stuff, that reflects unpardon- 
ably upon the spotless perfections of the divine 
nature? Can he who made man’s mind, be igno- 
rant of its powers, and tie invariable manner, in 
which, through a whole eternity, they will operate? 
Once more, if damnation be too hard an. exercise 
for almighty love, it must be vindictiveness, hatred 
or malice; and these, it would seem, are aliens, or 
illegitimates in the household of love. I ask—do 
vindictiveness, hatred, and malice, effect any change 
in God? If they do not, why use the term? If they 
do, then God is mutable, and if so, no God. 

Once more—Does Jehovah feel no perturbation, 
upon the entrance of vengeance and hatred into his 
all-merciful mind ? If not, then anger applied to God 
is eternally improper; and if any are damned, they 
must be so from the very singular expressions of 
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able love, and with the same sentiments, 
views, and designs, on the part of God, as he pos- 
sessed from everlasting, and which operated in a 
most signal manner, at the formation of man. If 
then, man gets into hell at all, he must get there 
by the energies of incalculable love; and, this, I 


ummut 





his unalienable rights. To arraign his conduct, 
therefore, is to deny his liberty, which is more than 
the opposer of the scheme of grace would wish 
to do. 

Add to this, that agent, signifies a substitute, or 
dealer for another. In this sense, no advocate for 


venture to say, is the oddest kind of love, I ever Sree agency in man, ever understood the tems, nor 


heard of. If man, by the exercise of love, imitates 
God, the object of his affections had better look out, 
the next he may know may be hell, or something 
as bad. 

The last word in the statement I have been con- 
sidering, is HELL! I therefore ask, whence came this 
long talked of hell? It must make itself, or be made 
by God. If it made itself, there never was a more 
fortunate and necessary agreement among the par- 
ticles of fire and brimstone, which constitute that 
horrible bastile, than that singular one, which indu- 
ces them to rise into an eternal prison, at the pune- 
‘um temporis, when the calculation of God respect- 
wg man was discovered to be unfounded, and it be- 
came necessary to imprison him, without benefit of 
dergy, or liberty of the yard, for ever. 

But, that hell should exist of itself, is too absurd ; 
it remains then, that if it has existence at all, it must 
be made by God. If then, God made hell, he must 
have made it before he made man, or afterwards; if 
before,(and he made it with design) undoubtedly 
that design was a prison for man; and if so, he must 
clearly see, that man would need, or deserve it: 
With this, then in view, man was pushed into be- 
ing, While his eternal damnation was just as certain, 
as God’s sight, or knowledge of the event may be 
supposed certain. This corrollary, again offers it- 
self; that man was made with a fixed determin- 
ation for destruction; and if so, the obliquity of his 
behaviour can never be the cause of his damnation. 
Fire and brimstone, may plague a spirit, for aught 
I can tell, but they will plague an innocent one, if 
they should attack the soul of man. 

Gabriel, has no more innocency in his raised and 
deyotional worship, than the damned would possess, 
if they were made for hell, or hell for them. 

Again, if God made hell after he made man, it 
only goes to show his incapacity at calculation. 

But it is time to say something of free agency. 
Man, they say, is a free agent ; has abused his liberty, 

and is damned of course. 

This being the quintessence of all argument in 
establishment of the existence of a future hell, it 
must be considered specially. 

And I reply, that free agency, applied to, or af- 
firmed of man, is a contradiction in terms; for, free, 
the adjective, signifies at liberty, open, innocent, 
friendly: The substantive, freedom, signifies lib- 
erty, privilege, unrestraint; agency, or acting, the 
business performed by an agent; which term signi- 
fies substitute, or dealer for another. Now take 
the adjective free, and the substantive freedom, and 
admit their definition; liberty, open, innocent, 
Jriendly; and, liberty, privilege, unrestraint ; do 
these belong to man? Is he unrestrained in privi- 
lege? If so, he is non-accountable for his conduct ; 


will he be willing to admit this difinition; but I 
know not how he will avoid it. 

Man, they say, is at liberty to act for himself; I 
plead, he must act in eternal conformity to the laws 
of his formation; and in this sense, is the substi- 
tute, or dealer for another. All free-willers will 
tell you, that man has liberty to act as he pleases; 
but yet, ifhe acts wrong, he is damned! He has full 
freedom of choice, but if he should chance to use 
his freedom in the choice of vice, he is immediately 
confined in the Calvinistic bastile!!! 

It appears to me, human liberty thus hanypered, 
and the subject of it exposed every second to the 
dungeon of the inquisition, is not equal to Hobson’s 
liberty, to choose that, or none, when there remain- 
ed but one object of choice. The freedom of man, 
in religion, is still worse; he may choose, but if he 
chooses wrong, he is damned; and worse than 
poor Hobson fared, he is damned if he neglects to 
choose. 

I would ask the advocates of free agency, how 
much it is worth, conditioned as they say it is? Can 
a man be said to enjoy unrestrained liberty, whose 
every act is prescribed by the eternal laws of his 
existence, his manner of dependence, and his con- 
nerions with society? Is the agent, who acts for 
his employer, at liberty to exceed his commission ? 
Surely not. Wherein then consists this unrestrained 
freedom? It is just as unbounded as this; he may 
choose right, is damned if he chooses wrong, and 
damned if he does not choose at all. This is the 
utmost that can be made of the boasted free agency 
of man. 

Now, I ask—Is it not an infinitely hazardous free 
agency, for men to possess? Who, for ten thousand 
worlds, would have chosen this ground, where hell 
eternal depends upon one wrong step? Who would 
have been an agent, if he had have antecedently 
known that he must choose—must choose right, or 
perish without hope? 

And did the everlasting, inexhausted love of God, 
choose this fearful state for man, and hinge the 
great things of eternity, upon the rectitude and ob- 
liquity of his conduct in a single point of time; and 
is the kindness of God the alone argument, by which 
endless damnation, and eternal goodness are re- 
conciled ? 

Could J have had the blessed privilege of choo- 
sing, whether I would have existed, with all the 
famed advantages of free agency, ina scene like 
this, and the issue, heaven, or hell,as my behaviour 
should be; I should have shrunk from the dPead 
picture of being, and have blessed the God of mer- 
cy, to have let me remained eternally insensible. 

O! horrible picture of the blessed God; to curse 
us with intelligence and reflection unsolicited, and 





and to offer restraint, is a vile encroachment upon 





impose existence upon us without our choice, while 
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there area million of chances for hell, upon the 
free agency scheme, and not one poor one for hea- 
ven. The very free agent himself, tells us, no 
man can change his heart; no one come, without 
the special drawings of the Father; that we cannot 
move towards God, until moved upon; and yet the 
stupid soul, will denounce ten thousand curses upon 
the man who does not make to himself a new heart, 
turn to the Lord, and take heaven by storm. Sal- 
vation they say is of grace, not of works: It is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth: Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated; and that be- 
fore the little innocents had done good or hurt: 
That he will have mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth: And, to 
finish the merciless picture ; and who art thou that 
repliest against God ? 

If such a being as the devil did exist, he must 
laugh at this accursed portrait of nature’s God: and 
further, he must be a Calvinistic dunce, to trouble 
his old head about the damnation of men; hell will 
be filled, by the agency of God and the doctrine 
of human freedom, fast enough, he sitting in his 
corner. 

I ask, here, If the doctrine of human agency in 
the affairs of eternity be true, and men are saved, or 
damned, as the account shall be when footed, and 
the foot be determined by the excess of virtue or 
vice; of what service is Jesus? The free willer, is 
perpetually mouthing about Jesus; tells us what 
great things he has done, and how this Lamb of 
God has taken away the sin of the world; yet that 
same sin remains: how he has paid the debt, God 
having laid upon him the iniquities of us all; yet, 
that our iniquities remain with us, and must be ex- 
piated by penance, or we be damned! That we are 
saved by grace alone, and one thing more—works: 
that there is virtue enough in one drop of Christ’s 
blood, to save a world; yet nobody is like to be be- 
nefited by it, each man having to work out his own 
salvation. What are we to understand by all these 
inconsistencies? Who can analyze the heterogene- 
ous particles of which this mass is composed ? 

I shall advise the free agent, either to drop his 
agency or his Lamb: it really appears to me, they 
have very little connexion. 

Ifthe Lamb will do without agency, all the bet- 
ter; if not, the former seems of no use. 

I would, in this place, ask the Christian bishop, 
how he would go to work to reconcile with justice, 
and God's justice too, the putting an innocent man 
to death, for she guilty? It will be enough for the 
bishop, at present, to prove beyond a remaining 
doubt, that three are one; and one is three! 

Before I go any further, I want to ask one ques- 
tion: How does any preacher, certainly know that 
there is a hell? And if there is, how he knows it is 
filled with mingled brimstone and fire? And if he 
knows thus far, most certainly how the brimstone is 
manufactured; whether it be in rolls, or what we 
call flour, or sulphur ? 

These queries, I think important in that system 
ef divinity which has obtained for more than eigh- 
teen hundred years past. It may be thought strange 


that my one question is now become three, but where 
is the mystery? It is pure divinity; the good old 
doctrine of the trinity. 

To proceed—Is God omniscient? I wish to inye< 
tigate every feature of the divine character, as drawn 
by reason and nature ; to search for truth, and em 
brace it when found. 

This question will have an affirmative or nee, 
tive; or else, no answer at all. The latter, is fay the 
safest way for the opposers of Universal Salvation . 
and it had been always their prudence, to have yo. 
mained silent upon a subject which, neither thei; 
ingenuity, bigotry or ul temper, can ever depreciate, 
as to its glory and worth. 

But, if the question receive a negative; viz. thy 
God is not all-knowing, it will follow that he \: 
not necessarily perfect ; and if so, not self-existen: 
not God! Suppose the Deity to know more to-day, 
than he necessarily knew yesterday; does it po 
follow, that he is greater, more glorious, and bette; 
furnished now, than he was before? And if so, th» 
he was not so perfect before, as now ; and if so, th: 
he was not absolutely, and necessarily perfect be. 
fore? And if this be admitted, that he was por, 
what reason and nature represent him to be ; tha 
is, was not God before ? 

But should human folly admit this mode of re:- 
soning, where willitend? Every new event, nus 
furnish a degree of knewledge to the divine mind, 
through time, new events will undoubtedly be un. 
folding ; and in eternity, if free agency should eon- 
tinue, new events, no doubt, of which God had n 
antecedent knowledge, will rise in wonderful suc- 
cession; each novel event will bring a degree of 
knowledge, and each degree of knowledge, a degree 
of perfection. 

The fact upon this plan, seems to be this: Al 
mighty God began a career of glory, in the organi- 
zation of the world, and of man, which in its tnfan- 
cy, must be worthy of the admiration and praise ot 
all intelligencies, but bas been increasing from 
everlasting, and must continue to increase, through 
ceaseless eternity: O, what will he be in twenty- 
five million of ages more? He began, God-all-per- 
fect, and has increased to an infinite degree beyond 
perfection, and ten thousand infinities yet remain. 

Besides this mad absurdity, another presents it- 
self: God being deficient in knowledge with respect 
to the future actions of men and angels, could enact 
no law discountenancing vice, or encouraging vir- 
tue, because, with respect to their existence, and 
merit, or demerit, he could have no conception; 
and when he came to be acquainted with these acts 
of rationals, as he could not be until they had acted, 
he could not, with justice and right, make a law to 
retrograde, and therefore, ten thousand outrages 
might and must be committed, which can never be 
punished or redressed, because of the incapacity of 
the judge. Suppose I murdered a man, five years 
ago in George-street, and a law was enacted last Sep- 
tember, making murder a capital crime, could that 
law put a halter round my neck ? 

To deny the absolute, and necessary omniscience 





of Jehovah, not only unfits bim for the eternal 
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‘prone, Which he fills with a glory that arrests the 
tention, and commands the reverence of all 
sorlds; but sinks the prvanrTy, at least, to a level 
with human legislators. 
(To be continued.) 
<i 

From the (London) Universal Theo. Magazine. 

The other day I had put into my hands a Sermon, 
delivered by a Mr. Smith, last spring, at one of the 
monthly lectures in London. Of the author Ihave 
yo knowledge whatever. Of the sentiments, which 
ye attempted to be supported in that sermon, I am 
not unacquainted. The tenor of the sermon goes 
to prove the absolute necessity of sin, as an event 
tending to display the glory of the divine character, 
and without which the universe would have been at 
a loss how to conceive of the grandeur of the attri- 
putes, and perfections of God! Now, this appears 
to me to annihilate the existence of sin as an evil, 
as what is displeasing to God: for how can he be 
iispleased with that which renders his name and 
haracter more illustrious ? And how can the crea- 
ture he formed be blamed, on the principles laid 

wn in this discourse, if he only acted egreeably to 
‘he natural bent of his powers, and could not have 
xted otherwise, unless God, by his special influ- 
mees, had prevented him. The Deity, then, form- 
ing such a creature, according to this author, and 
leaving him to act according to the natural propen- 
sty of the capacity ine had received from God, ren- 
dered his disobedience, if it were proper to use such 
a word to describe his conduct, unavoidable. And 
ifit were unavoidable, I cannot see where the sinful- 
ness of the act consists: it was an act that must 
have been perfectly agreeable to the will of God, in 
the state that he had chosen to place the parents of 
the human race ! 

If this does not amount to an apology for sin, I 
know not what doth! And I cannot see, on this 
principle, the use of thundering hell and damnation 
inthe ears of men, when they are doing that which 
reflects so much glory to God—when they are per- 
forming an important part of his will! A man that 
talks in such a way must have a pretty strong con- 
viction of the ignorance, or credulity of his hearers, 
before he can persuade himself to believe that such 
representations can be received by them, as a part 
of the revelation of the Bible. 

With your consent I will take the liberty of intro- 
ducing to the notice of your readers, a passage from 
2 pamphlet lately published, which appears to me to 
merit the serious attention of Mr. Smith. The pas- 
sage isto be found in the Appendix, to Strictures 
onan Essay on Philosophical Necessity, by Mr. 
Crombie, (now I believe Dr. Crombie.) The design 
of the appendix is to show the affinity there is be- 
iween necessity aud predestination. 

“ According to necessity, the non-elgct are invin- 
cibly impelled by internal and external motives, to 
pursue vice—and die in the habit of it! According 
‘o predestination, they are all born spiritually dead 
and morally depraved, so that they cannot do the 
will of God, nor avoid living in sin. Saying, man 
Was created holy—that depravity is 2 consequence 


of disobedience, and that his inability to do the will 
of God is not natural, but a moral inability, is to no 
purpose. For on the predestinarian principle, it 
was the infrustrable will of God all events should 
be that ever have been, and before ordained whatso- 
ever came to pass. And Mr. Rowles tells us in his 
Revealed Religion Supported, ‘that the introduc- 
tion of sin God willed, or designed, or it had never 
been.”’ p. 35. 

“ And that creation was a voluntary effort of the 
divine will, and consequently every event attendant 
on its existence must be the same.” p. 244, 

Now, Adam, eating of the tree of knowledge, and 
the depravity that followed, being events that came 
to pass, events attendant on creation, surely accord- 
ing to the above, it was no more in the power of 
Adam to avoid eating, nor to prevent the depravity 
that followed, than it was to prevent God froua 
creating the world. His descendants can no more 
prevent being born spiritually dead and morally de- 
praved, than they can prevent their being born at 
all; nor than they could, had their first parents been 
created depraved. And though the non-elect pos- 
sess intelligence, or what is meant by a natural abil- 
ity to do the will of God, they are destitute of what 
is called moral ability to do it. And without this it 
is as impossible to do his will, as it would be if they 
were destitute of natural ability, or as if they were 
all downright ideots! And as they are all born 
without this moral ability, and it is not in their pow- 
er, nor in the power of any besides, but of God him- 
self to create it in them ; and as it is not his pleasure 
to do it, they are under the necessity of remaining 
destitute of it, and continuing in their spiritually 
dead and morally depraved state, from their birth 
till their death. 

And supposing that Adam possessed this moral 
ability, when he was about to eat of the tree of 
knowledge, (a supposition that Mr. Smith will not 
allow,) it is certain, according to predestination, it 
was not in his power to exercise it, so as to refrain 
from eating, which was the same as if he had not 
possessed it. So that the distinction between the 
natural and moral ability, and inability so much 
talked of by Mr. Jonathan Edwards and others, and 
represented as a thing of great importance, is, par- 
ticularly as to the non-elect, altogether futile. For 
if they bave not, in any part of their life, an ability 
to do the will of God, of what importance is it to 
call their inability a moral inability, more than na- 
tural or human inability, or by any other name ? 
Sinners, on being told from a predestinarian pulpit, 
that they can serve God, and enjoy the blessings of 
the Gospel, if they will, and that their will not is their 
cannot, might rise and justly reply, “ Sir, you know, 
according to your own principle, that if we are of 
the elect, we cannot have the will to serve God, till 
it is his pleasure to produce it in us by irresistible 
influences, and that if we are not of the elect, we 
never shall, we never can possess it.” And were 
they told further, they ought to pray for a will to 
serve God, they might answer, “ Available prayer 
is a spiritual act, and you tell us that we are spirit- 





nally dead, and were so born, consequently we can- 
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not perform this act, nor any other of a spiritual na- 
ture, unless God is pleased to give us spiritual 
life.’ Where then, on the dangerous hypothesis I 
am now speaking, shall we fix blame? On the de- 
scendants of Adam, for being born dead, and spirit- 
ually depraved! .Vo, for they cannot prevent it. 
On the poor reprobates, for continuing through life 
in the awful condition in which they were brought 
into being! So far from it, that they call for great 
compassion :—On Adam, for eating the forbidden 
fruit! ‘This cannot be, because it was not possible 
for him to avoid it. 

Why do not the advocates of this horrid doctrine 
explain themselves fully as the authors of the Koran 
of Mohammed have done? These honest, candid 
men will say, “ That God from all eternity having 
secretly determined, not only the adverse and pros- 
perous fortune of every person in the world, in the 
most minute particulars, but also his faith or infi- 
delity, his obedience or disobedience, consequently 
his everlasting happiness or misery after death, 
which fate, or predestination, it is not possible by 
any foresight or wisdom to avoid.” See Sale’s 
Koran, p. 103. quarto. 

This is speaking to the point—it is revealing the 
system as it is—and in such circumstances I should 
think every man of common sense must readily ac- 

“knowledge, that preaching, praying, and printing 
too, can make the world neither better nor worse. 
And it is highly probable that the advocates of the 
system, if they could perceive the full force of it, 
and relinquish motives of a temporal nature, would 
be silent on the subject of religion, and leave the 
Deity to execute his decrees without their interfe- 
rence ; for this, after all, must be the case ! 

—<>—— 
SELECTED. 
Curious instance of superstition and bigotry in Dr. 
Johnson, and his biographer, Boswell. 

“ He (Johnson) said, ‘Sir, the holidays observ- 
ed by our church are of great use in religion.’ It 
appears, that he generally went to church, and re- 
ceived the sacrament on Good Friday, ‘ which he 
kept so sacredly, that he would not drink milk in 
his tea, nor so much as look at a proot-sheet of his 
own works. Yet, he suffered Boswell to come and 
sit with him for hours, talking about plays and play- 
ers. One speaking to him against Campbell, he 
detended him, saying, “ Campbell is a good man, a 
pious man. I am afraid he has not been in the in- 
side of a church for many years. But he never 
passes a church, without pulling off his hat. This 
shows, that he has good principles.’ ” 


—p>—- 
OBITUARY. 
In Providence, (R. I.) Oct. 16th, Mr. Saucer 


Hit, in the 84th year of his age. It is but justice 
to the memory of the deceased to say, that in his 
character were united those virtues which are an 
ornament to the Christian name. For about forty 
years of his protracted life, he was a firm believer in 
the Divine goodness, in the creation, preservation, 
and the final redemption from sin and misery, of all 
the erring children of Adaw; and his life was a 


. “ ————— - 
practical comment on his belief, for it breathed lote 


and good will toall. After giving directions 4. 
specting his funeral, he, m the triumph of fait} 
commended his soul to the hands of its Maker. “ 
Chris. Intel). 
- — a 
From the Vermont Intelligencer, 


{The author of the following beautiful, feeling, and p; 
roduction, was Mr. Francis Cope, a young sentlenees 
*hiladelphia, who has been lately snatched by the esti 

water, from the hope of his friends, and the pursuit of a 
tuous fame. He was drowned at sea, in his 20th year ) 


When adverse winds right keenly blow ; 
When stern affliction’s grasp we know ; 
Her torch when persecution whirls ; 
When envy lifts her snaky curls ; 
Thrice happy he whose soul resign’d, 
Unmov'd can see the torrents run ; 
Can say, his eye to Heaven inchin'd, 
* Thy will be done.” 


O life, thy roses thorns unfold ; 
O death, thy grasp is fearful cold : 
With riches come unnumbered cares, 
With poverty ten thousand snares, 
Then where can happiness be found ? 
Nor in the cot, nor purple throne, 
Herein doth happiness abound, 
“* Thy will be done.” 


When blasting winds blow cold and bleak ; 
With longing eye and sunken cheek 
When haggard famine stalks around ; 
When war triumphant stains the ground ; 
When the sad mother beats her breast, 
To see her babe’s last sigh is drawn ; 
O, what can sooth her soul to rest, 
“ Thy will be done.” 


’Tis this can still the adverse gale, 
’Tis this can bid wan famine hail, 
’Tis this can soften war's alarms, 
‘Tis this oppression’s rage disarms, 
This plucks the thistle from our road 
When life's deluded joys are gone ; 
Tis this will raise the soul te GOD, 
** Thy will be done.” 
—~>— 
THE TRIPLE PLEA. 
“ Law, Physic, and Divinity 
Contend which shall superior be. 
The Lawyer pleads he is your friend; 
And will your rights and cause defend. 
The Doctor says, deny’t who will, 
That life and health are in his pill. 
The grave Divine, with look demur’d 
To penitents with heaven assur'd : 
But mark these friends of ours, and see 
Where end their great civility : 
Without a fee the Lawyer's dumb, 
Without a fee the Doctor’s mum; 
His Reverence says, without his dues 
You might the joys of Heaven lose. 
Then be advised; in none confide, 
But take sound reason for your guide.” 
— 
NOTICE, 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ¢ 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerion’s Academy, ¢ 
Chrystie-street, on Tuesday Evening next, at six o’cloch 
Subject for Discussion, Hosea ix. 15. 
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